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CHK1XT3IAM DAY.
1 lit them well ! Tfce cnrinu pnciw-WM-

Aud all nrViiW gravity of those
flint A .. Iianisii tin-.- . Innuhv- - : '"-- .

Hae Uiros: war much n. ieut hum -- ty."

It is IK) new thought that this, the auniversary

..f the Saviour's birthday, is one of the happy

smile which the old year dying put on to

make his friends remember him pleasantly. It

has ever been a season of gleeful pleasure and

unbounded merriment, and remuius stich to

day. The institution of the festival is

attributed by the decretal letters to Pop.

Tf.i.ipmiki s, who died A. D. IX.--, nJ a.

subsequently regarded as one of the most noted

f Christian festivals.
As eaily as the 4th ceutury some doubt arose

xa to the precise day of Gtftfcfs nativity, an 1 au

investigation being instituted by order of Pope

Ji Mi s i, the to wheal the matter

was referred decided on tin; Both of December.

The chief g.'oun & for the exactness

of which is even yet by some, was

found in the tables of the censers in the archives

of Home, which at th.' time were supposed to

furnish sufikientiy authentic proof of the identi-tiaatiu-

of the day. Tradition has always had
it that the birth of the Savior transpired exactly

at midnight, aud heooe the custom of the Roman

Catholic church, which has obtained since the

f.tb century, of ushering in Christmas day by
holding- three masses, the Urst of which com

mences at the supposed hour of nativity.

The day has over been regarded, as we are

told by a writer, in ' the double light of a hoi

couin'enioration and a cheerful festival, aim
was accordingly distinguished by devotion, va
.yttiou from business and by merriment. During
; ages it was celebrated by the fan
tastic spectacle of dramatic mysteries and moral

ities, p.irfo.-nie- d by porsous attired in singular
costumr and grotesque masques. TV scenery
usually represented an iufant in a entile, sur
rounded by the Virgin Mary. St. Joseph, by

bulls bonis, cherubs, eastern Magi and manifold

ornaiarnts.
TLe custoo, of singing Christmas carols

w Licti were ili j,'HL,J to recall trie sweet songs
of lb shepherds at the nittivity, dates from th
time the common people ceased to understand
the Latin language. These canticles nllod the
hours between the nocturnal masses, and tfe

quentiy taking- - the niac-- of psalms in the
cnurches, were joined in by the bishops aud
lower cle.-gy- . Often tltcy were enlivened by
dances and the music of tambours, guitars, vio-

lins and crgans. the participants bearing in their
hands lighted wax tapers. It was a singular
custom of the Calabrians, which we believe is

preserved to the present day, to descend from the
mountains to Naples and Rome, saluting the
nhrines of the Virgin Mother with their wild mu-- i

io. under the poetical notion of cheering hor un-

til the birth time of her infant, at the approach-
ing hour of midnight.

Throughout the countries of the Old World
Christmas bells are rung from the hour of mid-

night, and after tlie celebration of mass, the revel-

lers usually partake of a collation, tha. they may
irenglhcn the inner man. and be the better able

to sustain the fatigues of the night. ' Among the
revels of the Christmas season," says a wri-

ter, " were the feasts of fools and !

asses, grotesque saturnalia, which were some-

times termed 'December liberties,' in which
everything nerious was burlesqued, inferiors

i... .r Mi;s-ricr- great men becoming
l.olicsouie, and which illustrate the proncness of
man to occasionally reverse the order of society

jmi ridicule its decencies."
The " Christmas tree " fonnd its orirrin in

Northern Kurojie, where tlie " children's festi-

val,"' as Christinas was JesiguateJ, was devoted
to giving presents, especially between parents
sad children, brothers and sisters, in the follow-

ing manner : A largo yew bough was erected
iu one of the parlors lighted with tapirs, and
hang with various kinds of gifts, '.weetmeats,
playthings and ornaments. Each of these was
marked with nam.- - of the person for whom
it was intended, but riot with that of the douor.
and when the whole family party were assem-
bled the presents were distribute according to

their labels amid joyful acclamations aud con-

gratulations. Then came the sober some when
the mother took occasion to whisper privately to
her daughters, aud the father to his sons what
tbey observed in their conduct most worthy of
praise or reprobatioa. Thus was a useful pur-
pose subserved by this interesting little in-

cident.
In England, Christ mas has always been ob-

served at once as a religious, domestic and
mirthful festival, by persons of every age aud
rank. The nobility had their " lords ot misrule,"
as tliey were called, tD " make the rarest pas-

times and delight tlie bwhslVr." The tenants
were entertained at the hali, and ev ry sr.
conducive to merriment was encouraged. The
larder was filled with every rarity in the way of
edibles, and 'sumptuous feasts were the order of
the day. We find one of these, given by King
ARTHct in the early period of British history,
described in the following verses :
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By hnndrr.!i
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Mntmt, am

mi

Ilnm-po- J

Ami here wi
'Willi EWIMl
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All nrte of
All wort, (i

Thi fo-- w,i
PilfTiir-- .

rnifeOD and wild board
is. and by score,
brkin, of mimard,

u'i'l I, Hi' : .will- - ;

cocks, swan bastard,
in Hum

, applv-pie- and rtutard,
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OrooMis. arcnei' nsnSM, aiefin'-r,.- aiin jvsSMa
Outa eta and waitiiig-maid- . wu.ting- woaay.

Tbehabit decorating houses and churches at
Christmas with evergreens so common in Eng-

land, was a practice derived from the Druids.
They believed that the sylvan deities whom tbey
worshipped, flocked to the evergreens, and thus
were nnuipped by frost until a milder sea.-on- .

Chaplets of holly, ivy, rosemary, bays, laurel
aud mistletoe, were worn about the bead, a prac-

tice to w hich the phrases to " kiss undt--r the
rose," aud ! " w hisje--r uuder th- - iuS'Idmo ' urn

allusions. In some old calenders Christmas eve
is marked " trmplu cjomantur "let the churches

adorned. Holly, ivy and juirei are still the
esteemed evergreens iu England which are u.md

for ttaaa decorations.
Such are home ot the customs and tiaditions

r gaiding the observance of this day, many of
which have, with tiie progress of civilization
grown into gradual desuetude. But it yet re

tains its ancient characteristic as a day of mirth
and pleasure, aud in this spirit should we con-tii.u- e

to commemorate it, not in unlicensed in-

ebriety, but in gleeful, temperate, sober
Our feelings and affections glow

11 j."hT and berom- - owe geuia! old Iricudships
revived am! newly cemented, and reunions of
lorg serHtff.ted families take place around tun
h. me fireside, wKere all have, despite the
el, uds of war that darken the horizon, of
' the old merry, merry Christinuses." joyous

uu.y readers be, that they msy in with the
laureate :

"OU 75, yon aball not di !

W- - have lull,:.' i t; y,n.
le half a mind to die with yon,

)iil year, ii"3'o di. '

ff7"Auiong the judicial officers the Slate of
Missouri, who refused to obey the edicts the

bogus Federal Legislature, in taking the oath of

ilfgianve prescribed, were three judges of the

ti,i reme court, nine juiiges of tlie circuit courts, j

dJ twelve circuit attjTueys. Also, the Treas- -

urer ot State, register of laiids, attorney-gener-

41" notaries pnbuc in it. county, only

dome one hundred have
mo;c than half if that.
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THE FEDERAL B,MiKl l'T ACT.
tt. ol. announced, a few days sine.... . t, -- j

that a general bankrupt act was embraced

the measures which it was proposed should

inaugurated by the Congress now in sessiou

Washintrton ; and from the northern papers that

reach us, we learn that the measure is being ad

vocated with a force that will secure its passage

The New oik M orU takes strong ground lor

the measure, and says that at the " suggestion

a committee of highly respectable ( I ) New Yd
merchants, a draft of an act has been prepare

to be rnvscuted for the consideration of Con
m

gress."
The World admits that a " general bukni

act" "to discharge debts by some shorter pi

cess than payment." "would W equally moon

listens wiih sound policy and good mra'..
yet it thinks that the " revulsion oi 14.. an

il.. ot buslllC!" .1 i'V !',-I'C-

troubles, have wrecked so many ot the mm

energetic aud esteemed business man, anu ca

them high aud dry ou the sand, that the public in

tercets reuuin-legislativ- pro moii toi then leliel

v.r,r;.litn.V,,nr tlie iimsia' of such a law

would be a repudiation of " sound olicy and goo

th World crieves over " the amount

the community would lose if a great portion o

its business talent were kept inactivo by

weight, " which, it says, "represses enterpri

and crushes hope," aud therefore advises the pas

saire of the bill. It consoles itself, however, for

this loose morality, by indulging in the foolis

hope that " there will be found many men

honorable impulses, who, after they have risen

again from pecuniary ruiu. will be solicitous

discharge every past obligation, ana nearly a

will contribute to the gaaeral prosperity by giv

iug the community the benefit of their business

energy." The expectation is an idle one, and

the position assumed by the journal named, only

deiuuiw trates that its morals are as easily laid

aside as a half worn garment, whenever occa

sion requires.
According to the statement of the World , th,

act proposed combines the " provisions of th

now English bankrupt act, which has lately ta

ken effect, with those of the French law, the

United States act of 1841, and the Massachusetts

insolvent law. It provi W for the full and un
conditional discharge of the debtor upon the sur

render of all his property, for dhtnbution with

out preference among all his creditors, and upon

his coiup..aue4j wiih th'' provisions of the ac

The assigu'-e- in bankruptcy are to be appointed

by the creditors and other efficient provisions are

made to guard their interests."

.TIOVCJIE.ITM OF CEJi. PBIfE.
Our latest intelligence from the command o

Gt ii. Price is received through the St. Louis

lUpulluan of the l'-- th That paper states that

Gens. STEIN aud Slack, at tlie bead of a por
tion of the Confederate forces, had arrived at

Lexington, to protect their raw recruits now
concentrating at that point from North wt st and

Ceutral Missouri.
The same paper says : " We learn that Gen

l'ltn had advanced from his position at Oceola
some distance beyond Clint m, in Henry county
ou his way to Warreushnrg aud Lexington, but
we have no knowledge of the force under his
command. This precipitate movement was
made, doubtless, with the intention of protoc
ing the rebel forces assembling at Lexington.

It is also stated tliat the commander of th
Federal troops seemed to have been well a Ivise

of the Conlederate movements, and lor severs
days had been sending all his available forces to

counteract Gen. Price's plans, and it is asserted
that General Pope's troops, by forced marches
had advanced so rapidly as to pot themsclv
immediately in the rear of Price's army, there
by cutting off his retreat, and in force sufficient
to him in battle. General 1 ope
command consisted of from 15,000 to 20.0XK

troops, with a good proportion of cavalry
and artillery. There is also a rumor noticed in
tlie Republican, that Gen. McBriiie, with three
thousand Confederates, was approachiug Rolls
and that measures were being taken to meet and
capture him.

Captain ells, a bearer ot dispatches to
Gen. Plticr., had been captured and brought
down to .St. Louis.

TONE OF THE I OI IMII.I E
NIL, j it- -

.Strange to say, tlie Louisville Journal combi
nes to follow up its first assault upon Lincoln's
anti-slave- policy, though with abateo. vigor
We have a copy of the weekly Journal, from tin

9tb to the Kith, dates inclusive, which still ex
hibit a steady spirit of opposition to the infamous
principles enunciated in the late message of the
RtipaJ President The Journal takes the Den
ocrot to task far its cowardly and truckling as
sertion that what Lincoln says on the slavery
question is " not only right, but as plain as any
thing can be." It lorcibly observes :

Suci an attempt is idle, and verv much wors.
than idle. for. as tar as it may have any effect, it
serves to luu the conservatives ot the nation at
a time w hen the very existence of the nation de- -
leands that thev shall be all energy ana vig
ilance. We wash our hands of such pernicious
tr:riiug.

A few days after this reprobation of the
Democrat's treasonable course, tin- Journal again
calls upon the conservatives of the North to rally
to " save the Union," and says :

If we continue in the right way now we will
never leave it. The decision will be definitive.
Cn the other hand, if we now depart from this
way we will never regain it, and our progress
heucetorth will be only from one stage of mad-
ness to another stili more mad, until the war
shall assume a sa, age and exb rminatory char
acter, with the certain prospect of extinguishing
the nation, whatever other issue may follow.
Herein likewise the decision wii! be definitive.
Whether we choose tme way or the other, our
choice will be final. And we must choose one
w ay or the other within the next few weeks.

After reading several of the Journal's articles
before us on this point, we cannot fail to notice,
bow ever, that its tone is comparatively tame
when contrasted with that shown in the first as-

sault made by it some three weeks since.

Major Georxie W'illiamson. This gentle-
man, who has recently been appointed on Gen.
Polk's staff as assistant adjutant-genera- l, vice
Capt. E. D. Blake, is, we believe, a citizen of
Louisiana. He is represented as an intelligent
and refined gentleman, and highly qualified for
his very responsible position.

ty Tlie Havre journals state that General
Wiufield .Scott, who arrived at that port in the
Arago s.camer, was, ou landing, honored with
quite a;i ovation, improvised by officers of the
American merchantmen lying in that port. On
leaving the vessel, the general had to pass under
an immense American flag held by several off-

icers, and was cheered by au enthusiastic crowd,
of his countrymen all the way to the Hotel de
l'Europe, which was profusely decorated with
Americau aud French flags, as were also the
American vessels in the docks.

The Charleston Courier of the I'Jth says :

" Ou Thursday afternoon, seven vessels of the
Lincoln fleet appeared off North Kdisto inlat
four of which soou crossed tlie bar and stood iuto
the harbor, firing shells ou both sides as they
came iu. Yesterday morning their vessels came
up to liockville, where a part of the Kifle regi
ment, under command ot Col. Branch, was sta-

tioned. On the approach of the ships, our troops
retired from Kockv lie to a position some miles
in the rear, the detachment only being placed at
the above point to observe theTnovetneuts of the
enemy. It is reported that some sixty men from
the fleet lauded and took possession of Bock v. lie
inn ::ii',inihtiou on this point is uncertain. L'n- -

til further information is received, it is impossi
ble to say what tl e enemy intend."

or

A Loom. The Charleston Mercury, speaking
ot hhraries deshoyed by the late fire at Cbarles-- .

ii iafr , , , ., . .urn, nays uiu mkj ADWOlogiCBJ Liinrary at J31SI.op

J.yuch s residence was probably the most costly
collection of those lost, being valued at $ 3."),IKK).

The gem of the collection was an old Polyglot
Hible, in six large folio volumes, which was the
only copy of that particular edition this side the
Atlantic. It wai; valued at $1000.

Noiti.E The officers and soldiers of the 5th
regiment of North Carolina State troops, now in
Virginia, transmitted to the sufferers at Charles- -

smd the commissioners of the seat of govern- - ton through Hon. C. G. Memminger, the hand-men- t.

It is also stated that out of some M(S or goroe KUm 0f t,)J6.
Loins

Not

defeat

Tlie Florida Legislature, on the 17th inst,
afc h ted James M. Baker and A. E. Maxwell

States Senators from that State.

tit
4--,
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We have received the Missouri of

the Irtth, in w hich we find one day's later
of the Federal Congress than we pub-

lished yesterday mornim;, w Inch woro complete
up to the adjournment on the Kith.

On the 17th, in the Senate, the bill winch
had passed the House to raise a volunteer force

of &LU00 iu Kentucky, and appropriating
30,000,000 for their equipment and support,

was received, aud, on motion of Mr. Powell, re-

ferred to the military committee. Sumner pre-

sented several petitions asking for the emancipa-
tion of the slaves of " rebels." Wilson reported

a bill for an iucrco.se of the number of cadets h;

Wesi Msjft Sumner introduced a bill in relation

to the claims for tlie French spoliations.
ICcioliiiiens were offered by Mr Latham,

(hat the Secretary of War be requested to infonu
tlie Senate by virtue of what law and w hat reason

pa.-sH-it are required from from New

oik to San Francisco, and by Mr. Sherman,

that th Secretary of War be reqnested to fur-

nish tlie Senate a copy of all the correspondence

between Qssv Scott and (ien. Patterson. Both

agreed to.
Mr. Ijine, of Kansas, made another speech fat

the purpose of instructing his fellow Senators iu

war matters, which he, being a jayhawker, had a

right to do. He spoke against the inactivity ol

the Federal advance on the Potomac, and said

they must advance into the rebel States and whip

somebody, and then loyal men will come out
Mr. Carlyle replied to Mr Lane,

when the latter continued, saying : " We must

fight and gain a victory before England sends

her army and navy upon us. If we are victo-toriou- s,

she would not send th-n- i." The reso-

lution which called torth the debate was laid ou

the table.
The chair announced the committee to investi-

gate the general conduct of the war, as Messrs.

Wade, Chancellor, and Johuson, of Tennessee.

The bill providing for an allotment among the

volunteer force was passed, and the Kansas con-

tested seat case was postponed, when the Senate

adjourned.
In the House, Mr. Bingham, from the judi-

ciary wnunittee, reported back the joint resolu-

tion directing and requiring the provost court at

Alexandria. Va., to retain and safely keep in its

custody any property taken as that of personB

engaged in or aiding the r. hellion against the

United States, until the further action of Con-

gress touching the same. The lesolution passed.
The consideration of the resolution proposing

the emancipation of the slaves of " rebels,- - etc.,

was then taken up, when Mr. HardiuT, of tvin-tack-

said it was with the deepest pain tliat he
witnessed the introduction of the proposition at
an early period in the session, and the attempt to

pass it under the operation of the previous ques-

tion. He thought tliat there was a disposition
to exclude all reflection and refusal to pause in
this apparent career, but wheu a disposition was
afterwards shown to act with deliberation, his
hopes revived. He eiaboiated, at great length,
the points ot his opposition to the pending reso-

lutions: First there was no constitutional power
to pass them or any bills on the subject. Sec-ou- d

as he proceeded to show from copious
extracts, Congress and the President and the
administration stood pledged in the most solemn
and public manner against all interference with
slavery ; therefore to sanction such a policy
would be a palpable violation of the plighted
faith of his government. Third he opposed the
resolution because legislation on the subject is

forbidden by every principle of souud policy.
Fourth he opposed them and all kindred meas-

ures, liecause they would inaugurate a war
which would involve in its horrors the loyal and
disloyal, the innocent aud guilty, and a warfare
disgraceful to any civilized and Christian nation.
In the course of his remarks, he said this war
has nothing more to do with slavery than with
any other institution. Let slavery alone ; it will
take care of itself. He showed the injustice ot
diverting the war from its original design.
namely: the restoration of obedience to the
Constitution and laws, and the preservation of
the Union.

The investigating committee submitted the
following :

Resolved, That the Secretary of War ha re
quested to adjust the claim against the govern-
ment fur the five thousand Hall carbines pur-
chased through Simon Stevens by John C. Fre-
mont on the Gth of August, ls6l, and afterward
delivered at the United States arsenal at St.
Louis, on the basis of a sale of said arms to the
government for $12.50 each.

Respecting alii other demands against the
government, on account of the purchase of said
arms,

Resolttd, That tlie practice of employing irre
sponsible parties having no official connection
with the government in the perlormanco ot pub-
lic duties which may be properly per formed by--

regular officers of the government, and of pur
chasing by private contract supplies for the dif-
ferent departments where fair and open competi
tion might properly be invited by seasonable
advertisements for proposals, is injurious to the
public service, and meets the unqualified disap-
probation of this House.

Mr. Morrill introduced a bill, which was
passed, to suspend the appointment of assessors
aud collectors of the income tax until the first
of April next.

The bill for the indemnity of-th-e British ship
Perthshire came up, when Mr. Cox addressed
the House. In his remarks on the subject, he
said the government took pride in according
satisfaction iu this case, and it is hoped the
action of this House toward foreign powers,
will show a wise and just conciliation without
any timid rr time serving concessions, and ad-

verted to England's strange course regarding
the pirate Nashville. After lengthy remarks the
bill passed, aud the House adjourned.

NOItTHER 1MEI.II4.EXE,
The Federals publish intelligence, received

zita fortress Monroe, that Fort Fulaski bad
been evacuated by the Confederates, and was
occupied by the oboiition troops.

The steamer Champion arrived at New York,
from Aspinwall, on the llith, with a large num-

ber ol army officers, and nearly 1UO.'HJO iu
tieasure. .Suo reported that on the 1 Ith, in lat;
tude :il l.ini-itn- 74. she was chased by a
three-maste- d propeller, square rigged on her
foremast, round stern, smoke stack between
main aud mizen mast, had two large boats
painted white, hanging amidships, apparently a
new iron vessel, with her bottom painted a bright
red. After an hour's chase she hoisted the Eng
lish flag, of which no notice was taken.

Seward is reported to have stated, on the
morning of the 17th, that " no foreiiru war
would take place." The remark was made in
conversation with a distinguished Englishman.

At a meeting of the New York Rank officers.
held on the 17th, it was resolved not to suspend
specie payments, notwithstanding the wishes of

: government.
The difficulty between Messrs. Conway aud

Foulke, growing out of the debate in the House,
mains uuadjusted. It in reported that there is

some doubt as to the party upon whom rests the
responsibility of sending a challenge.

A select committee in tlie Kentucky House of
Representatives has reported resolutions expell-
ing Representatives KUiott, Wathcmson, Merritt.
Ewing, Silvertooth, Gilbert, Booue aud King, for
aiding the rebellion.

The warehouses, at Buffalo, occupied by the
Michigan Ceutral Railroad and the propeller
Dunkirk, lying at the dock, wore destroyed

ou the 17th. Five hundred barrels of flour
iu the warehouses were burned- - Loss on pro-
peller, Isld.OOO ; other losses not ascertained.

The Senate military committee determined, on
tlie 17th, to report agaiust the bill abolishing the
distinction between regulars aud volunteers.

Maggie Mitchell ig attracting full and fashion-
able houses at St. Louis, w here she is now tilling
an engagement.

Inihan Massacre The overland mail which
arrived at Kausas City ou the 17th, brought in-

telligence of a terrible massacre by the lud'ons
at Fort Stanton. It is stated that on the ap.
proach of the Texans to that post in the summer,
all the citizens in the vicinity fled to the settle-
ments, leaving their homes, crops, and every-
thing else behind. After the Texans abandoned
the place, the Apache Indians took possession,
and had command of all the country around.
The full party, numbering twenty men, deb r- -

raiiied to revisit the neighborhoid, and obtain
what they could of the remaining crops, when
the whole number fell iuto the hands of the sav
age, and were brutally murdered.

LETTER ERO.il Itlt'B.ltO.U.
Special Correal,, mdence of the Appeal. J

.1 BaitiV on the Potomac Bettcirn the Yankees and
the Yankees Conmii ralilc Loss in Kilted,
Hounded, and Prisoners Arrival uf Mr.
Faulkner His Exrluinge for Liu Uncertain
The Threatened War HUu-ee- England aud tu.
United States Xjircttlritions Thertupon

Concert Illness of Hon. Ki Porcher Miles.
Richmond, December 90, 1801.

There has been a battle at last ou the line of
the Potomac, and a very considerable ono. One
hundred aud fifiy men killed all Yankees; not
.1 single Confederate gun fired ; sixty-tlm- pris-

oners taken, aud brought to Richmond. As tins
sounds like a paradox, a parable, a pu:-.z!e-

, a per-

plexity, let me explain, that, by another of those
uuaccountabl- - blunders, which began in June
lost with the Yankee general. B ;n dix or BouiIIa.
near Grout Bethel, and have been rcpeatml now
and then ever since, two brigades of McClellau's
army, sum hew in the neighborhood of Dum-

fries, met, yesterday, and fired into each other in

a most lively and deadly way. A pleasant and
promising little scheme had been devised Jbr cut-

ting off the Hampton legion, encamped witiiiu
easy reach ot the Evausport batteries, in pursu-

ance of which these brigades were to inclose the
South Carolinians by coming upon them from
opposite directions. The whole body was thu--t- o

be caught in a net and marched off as prison-

ers. The mistake was in missing the legion
altogether, and suddenly confronting each other
as foes. Each column fired volley after volley
iuto the opposing ranks with the result I have
stated above, and, just about the time th"
error was discovered, sure enough up came
the Hampton legion, attracted by the noise of tho
tiring, and made sixty-thre- e of the combatants
prisoners. Such is the story, as it has been re-

ceived and is believed here. As I write, the down
train on the Ceutral road has not yet come in, and
I cauuot give the actual arrival of the prisoners
as corroboration of the statement, but they are
confidently expected in it.

We had a very noisy demonstration last even-

ing over the advent of Mr. Faulkner. No one
seemed to know why so jubilant a reception was
to be given to this geutleman, yet the streets
were full of people aud a military hand was
play ing Dick aud the Marseillaise, and every-

body followed tho shoutings and the music to the
southern depot, where, upon the appearance of
the train ou the bridge, several thousand persous
must have lieeu collected together. A tumultu-
ous, chaotic sort of procession was formed iu

which Mr. Faulkner was escorted to the City
Hall and there called upon for a speech. There

as uo reason why Mr. Faulkner should speak,
other than to gratify the irrational curiosity ot a
crowd which really did not know what it wanted,
and there was an excellent reason why he should
not speak, t, that he was still a prisoner on

parole anu his hps were therefore sealed by the
obligation of his word.

Fully mindful of this, Mr. Faulkner said very
Gttla and properly forbore to give his views of

the war as iiitluence 1, iudeed formed by his so

journ among the laukecs. When he had con
cluded, the multitude was entertained by two
orators Governor Letcher, who always speaks
well, and his Honor, the Mayor of Richmond,
who always speaks ill: and having cheered the
felicities and infelicities of gubernatorial and
magisterial eloqu nee with impartial vocifera
tion, tne excited thousands went home. The
fact is. Mr. Faulkner's arrival was only the
opportune occasion (f allowing the people to

shout a little, by way of relieving the exuberance
of good humor brought upon them by the news
from Europe. Tiiey were in capital spirits, and
wanted u lm?.a for somebody, and so they
honored him with their patriotic enthusiasm.

Mr. Faulkner's errand here is to get himself
exchanged for Congressman Ely, but there is

some doubt whether his application to the Presi-

dent will be successful. Mr. Faulkner is a poli-

tical prisoner aud Ely, though a most innocent
and unwai like individual, is a prisoner of war.
taken upon the field of battle where he was, not
fighting, certainly, hut, encouraging by his pres-

ence the grand army which was to come down to
Richmond. We cannot give up prisoners of war
for political prisoners, because it would be an
easy matter for Lincoln to arrest alj the acquies-
cent citizens of Maryland, thousands of whom
sympathise with the South, and swap them oil'

with us for his moat skiiful officers who are now
in our jails.

About the probabilities of a war between the
Yankees and England on account of the affair of
the Trent, there are many opiuions, iu spite 6f
the Europa's news and the belligerent tone of
the English press. Some doubt whether after
all the ministry will absolutely demand the sur
render of Messrs. Mason and Slidell. A signifi-

cant paragraph iu the Loudon Morning Star, to

to the effect that the law advisers of tho crown
had given as their dictum that the arrest of our
commissioners was nut iu violation of interna-
tional law, is cited as conclusive that no such
ultimatum will be laid down by Great Britain
On the other hand, it is said that let the demands
of Downing sir, et be efcr so imperative, there
will be no war, because tho Uuitud States will
make all haste to accede to them.

The silence of Lincoln in his message to Cou
gress on the subject of the arrest, to which
have already referred, the artick iu tbn Tribune
contending that tho surrender might be mad
without auy backing down on the part of the
Yankees, and the refusal of Congress to ontertai
Vallandigham's resolutions, aud thereby put on
record the official indorsement ui Commodore
Wilkes' conduct all look as if, alter au infinite
amount of bluster, Seward intends to give in at
the last moment and save his tottering govern
ment from aimihi latiou. Whatever may be the re-

sult, it must be of advantage to us. But th-- re is
danger just now that an undue confidence i

haviug Eugland to fight our buttles for us, may
cause the poopie of the Confederate States to
relax their efforts in tlie vigorous prosecution of
the war, which they should aim, under auy cir
ctimsrances, to bring, of themselves, to a happy
and glorious termination.

Auother amateur concert was given last night
for the benefit of the Maryland volunteers
There was a very full aud tashiouable audience
aud 800 to ijjSlOtJO must have been realized
These entertainments are so far superior in at
tractiveness to any professional efforts for public
amusements which have lieen made here, that
is hoped they may be continued throughout tl

::.! r A third concert is announced for iht
benefit o! the sufferers by the Chariest,,:, tire.

lue Hon. vvm. forcher Miles, who lias bcei
ill for some time past at the Spotswooc

House, is now convalescent. This intelligence
will be gratifying everywhere in the land of

DFX1E.

Troops nut the Smith. Tho Charleston
Courier hams from Richmond that the following
Confederate LfMM have been ordered to the

South Carolina coast, v'u: Douiielson's Tonnes
see brigade. Wis. s legion, '20th Mississippi rig
imont, l:ith Ceorgia regiment, Fhillip's Georgia

legion, Starke's Western Virginia regiment, and

the 4th Louisiana battalion. A part ol Donuel- -

Sou a bngaae ha,l arriveu. I lie geueiais iu

command ot the forces will be Gen. Robert E.
Lee, commanding; l!rigadkr-G- ' us. R. S. Ripley,

Thos. P. Drayton, Nathan 0. Lvaus, 1). 6
Dounelson. Maxev Gren-ir- , A. R. Lawtou and

Pemberton.

Tlie Montreal Adrertiser states that the

Canadian military authorities have engaged tho

Grand Trunk workshops, at Point St. I harles.

for the puriiose of refining heavy ordinance. It
also states that the British government has given
the necessary notice to the different companies

.. . . . , .H
cirrymg tin: mails under imperial suusmics, w

prepare to receive the armament they arc bouud

to carry iu time of war.

Another Maraiiu.no ExFEMTUW. On

Wednesday night last, the gunh'iat Coiiestoga,

with the transport steamer Lake Erie, left 1'adu-ca- h

with three hundred infantry aud one hun-dn- sl

cavalry for Cumberland River. We may,

in a day or two, expect" to hear that somebody's

pigpen or corn crib has been robhed.

l3The Pensacola Observer says there has

been a fine crop of sugar-can- e raised iu East
Florida, and this will supply, to a great extent,

the sugar and syrup needed by tho citizens ot

that Stole.

IX cotton is worth lorty-tw- o cents in INew

ork, Confederate bonds ought to be at a pr- - mi

ni ou Wall street.

u mtm.
TMK MA0.s-EIE(.- l, MATTER.

ltuMm-r- Uerisloa of Iht Lincoln t abiael.
Special Di,patcli t,i the Appeal.

New Orleans, December St Information
just received here from Richmond says that the
New York Herald, of a late date, asserts that tlie
Lincoln Cabinet have finally decided to concede
to England's demand, make the requisite
"P0'0?'. aiu' surrender Masou aud SI ideal, and
their secretaries, Eustice and Macfariaud.

W. O. Lot LAN D.

Muccesnt'ul liuiiiiirui ou lite JI pper

Richmonii, December '2;!. The Ly nchburg
Republican has a private letter stating tliat Gen.
Jackson, with Eweii's brigade, left Winchester
on the Ib'th, aud on reaching tho Potomac thi y
destroyed dam number five, which feeds the
Chesupeake and Ohio canal. By the destruction
of this splendid stone dam, water communica-
tion is cut off between Washington and the coal
regions, aud Maryland and Washington are thus
reduced to great straits for fuel.

Bfuaell Erc-tlict- a u : on War.
New Oklkans, December 24. A speciaLto

the Delta, dated Norfolk, the 2:!d, eight o'clock.
P. M., says that a flag of truce brought tlie New-Yor-

Herald of the "21st, which says : There is

no danger of war. Lord Lyons had two inter-

views with Seward on Friday, both ot whuh
were of a friendly character. England hud
made no demands for Messr3. Masou and

A Rnck OuS Premiwd.
The latest Washington dispatches say that

the Cabinet had decided to accede to the demand
of England, even if should involve the surren-

der of the commissiouers, on account of exigen-

cies couuected with the rebellion. The Herald
says tho United States will settle with England
at some fhtare time.

The Honey Changer I i iol. oeil.
New Oiu.eanm, December 24. A special to

the Ficayui e, dated Norfolk, tin- Ith. says, that
dealers iu bullion at New York are prepnrurg to

make shipments of specie to Europe. Sterling
exchange is quoted at one hundred and eleven.
The specie in the banks is tweuty-fiv- o millions.

Ft'i-lin- nt Ibr :orlli.
The people at the North are greatly excited ;

aud the northern journals advocate a concession
to tlie demands of England, a restitution of tin

Confederate ambassadors and au apology far thi

insult to the British flag. Lord Lyons is press
iug the L,incom government, ana all is con
fusion.

Krjeiciiii; nt the Monlb.
There is great rejoicing at Norfolk over the

understood fact that the Federal government re

fuses to surrender M srs. M.tson and Slidell
upon the demand of Seymour, the British mes-

senger. It is here considered that a war be-

tween Eugland and the United States is in-

evitable.
The Wnr iu KcalurliT I.nlc.t Irani Banl-iu- i;

lirrrn.
Nashville, December 24. The Bowling

Green correspondent of the Union and Ameri-

can, under date of the 23d, says that the Federal
general, Iuell, with a formidable force, esti-

mated nt not loss than ($,000, and by many at
tB0iO, hn been several days p.ist moving iu
the direction of Bowfiag Gieeii.

Unusual pr. parations to repulse the enemy
were making, showing tliat a terrible conflict was
impending. A force ol" not less than six thous-

and, comp s;pg the advance of liuell's army, has
crossed Green River, and are now within five
miles of our advance under Hiudman, who is at
Cave city.

It was reported a tew days since that tlie
enemy had retivated across Green river. The
report was partially true. Hiudman changed
his pickets from the front of the enemy, who
imagined a tisnk movement was being made,
and fled in the greatest disorder, luaving behind
them their touts, wagons and baggage.

Tlie flight is repined a regular stampede
the Federals retreating in double quick. The
Federuls returned the follow imr day, the Jf 1th,

and are now within thirty miles of Bowling
Green. The entire lon e recently at Noliu hxs
been moved to Green River, where there arc not
less i hau jlb.OOl '. Every appearanc" indicates a

speedy opening of a winter campaign.
A Federal officer who arrived at Bowling

Green, on the 21st, with a spyglass, making
observations of the different fortifications, re-

presented himself as a deserter from the forty-fift- h

New York regiment, and that he had ma,!-- '

his way from the Potomac. It is supposed he
lieloEgs to Willich'a Indiana regiment, which
was put to flight a few days since by the Texas
rangers. He ill be sent to Richmond.

A gentleman, who left the Ohio river on the
lllth, reports that Tom Crittenden's forces had
crossed Green river, and are now at Henderson
preparing to move to Hopkiusviile.

Another letter gives the opinion that no fight
will occur for several days.

Passengers by 's train report eight thou- -

sand Federals this side of Green river, and that
1 finiliii had fallen back to Bell's.

Ol KM I II. Ml'filiKKTlOAK.
Col. Harvey lirown, the Federal commander

at 1'ickens, gives the following as facts elicib
in I e bombardment ol the 22.1 ult , in a report
to the War Department at Washington :

I. That with the most efficient guns of the
largest calibre and served in the best manner, uo
serious injury can be done to stone or brick walls
or to guns in sand batteries, or to troops serving
them, unless nr.. hah, v ny rifl-.- guns, it proper v

protected, at a distance of from two thousand to
three thousand yards.

2 That shells and hot shot are not to be d
poaded on for firing ecen wooden buildings, un
less having in them incendiary composition.

3. That pieces of port tire arc nearly useless as
such incendiary composition.

4. That brick buildings covered with slate can
not be fired by either hot shot, or shells at the
distance named, uuless by accident, unless the
shells have rock lues.

i. That tlie trouble and use incurred in
protecting forts by sand hag traverses, etc., is
far more than repaid by the saving ot the fives ot
the defenders.

ii. That no dependence is to be placed on
James' rifle projectiles, i'her as it respects ac
curacy or range. 11 I nod hod guns to he de
pended on I could have silenced most of th
enemy's sand batteries and thegmiain liaraiicA- -

7. 1 hat ships with tueir pic-t- aiiiiainent
cannot for an hour contend ajraioot rifle gun
and that if our navy is not at onre supplied
IiheraUy w ith good rifled guns it will be very
likt'v to In- - disgrace,!.

P. that on service here, and I oeiieve the re
mark applies with equal hoe. to ev."y river and
harbor in the gulf, a gunboat drawing six leet
water aud well armed with irood rilfod guns can
do more and better service than a lorty gun ship,
or than such ships as ihe Niagara aud Rich
mond.

That sail vessels are utterly useless in en- -

toruiug a blot kaue.
10. That Parrotl's rifled guns are efficient, aud

that forts should be immediately supplied w ith
them and with a fuli supply of ammunition.

His report concludes with the following:
1 would strongly urge that a dozen of PaarrJtt'a

thirty pounders, or, it to be had, ot larger calibre,
bo sent to tliis post, wiih a good supply of am-

munition, as early as possible. 1 hau one which
1 found to bo excellent, but when the navy met
Willi such a p in the Mississippi 1 was com-

pelled to let Flag Officer McK- - un have it uud
.. . 1 I . - I , L, .

one or my i.vcive puuuucr nuiuu hum ia. ljiii,

on one of his ships to save them from being
driven out of the waters by a little steamei hav
nga rilled cannon m board.

Fai'lt-Fisihs- A iuinayidiiil of tlie St.

Louis Republican writes the following paragraph.

lis compliment to the " irooden men or ma

chines," will, we predict, insure him a lodging

n Fort Lafayette ere long:

We are in need of a great controlling mlud
to give shape and identity to . vents as they pass.
Ihe fr.sHlotit seems ro i' a goou man means, u- - f ..1...1,.
Well iill'l IW inospemj- ui um n iiuic
country, and the preservation ot an the rights ot

every cinz'-u- , an.l hopes anu prays ior a lesio, a

ion i t peace and the perpetuity auu preservn- -

tion of the Union, but din s not possess that ;n- -

ctual power which will enable him to con- -
.. 1 I :,, 1 ' I . C !

wive a policy wnien win iinnir auoui tua own
wishes, or even to execute it it some one else

,ukl conceive it lor him. .Seward is liitellec- -

nallv superior to Ihe President, but he is not
enough his superior to assume the absolute con-

trol of both tho President and the Cabinet, set
them at defiance, and shape and control the des- -

nies ot the nation as tie pleases, fience, in- -

lead of aiding the President, he is only a
.stumbling block in his pathway. The other
members of the Cabinet may he regarded as only
so many wooden men, or machines, to execute
what- - the President, clogged and bothered and
perplexed by Seward, may determine.

BLACH UEl'L itliK A DIKPATI HE.
T'lthe A iatwl t'rei. N,itli.j

u VI LAKUUHJ ON SHIP HLAXtt
Nkw Vokk, December IT The Constitution,

which arrived hen yesterday, left at Ship Island
a large body o troops, hi r '. ndi I rifle kag
range guns, and six fine life boats. On the day
tlie Constitution sailed from Sh p Island, a naval
engagement took place within sight and c,uite
near the Island, between the United States gun-
boat New London and the steamer DeSoto, mid
two rt-- armed vessels, the 1'ainlico and Califor-
nia, w hich were attempting to run the gauntlet
from New Orleans to Mobile. Nobody hurt ou
either side.

ERO.M THE SOI III ATLANTIC COAST.

A private lettat from Beaufort, says that the
l roe Beal sailed from Savannah for Charleston,
in company with a man of war.

The shins were to be sunk in Charleston har-
bor Saturday hut

Tybee Island is occupied by 1,000 men, who
are to throw up batteries lor use agaiust Fort
Pulaski, if necesiary.

I'he.sloop ot war Savannah, and three or lour
guaboen, were off Tybee.

'1 he steamer Rahic, with a thousand troops,
left Port Royal for Fen.audina, with the Bien-
ville and another gunboat.

The fortifications there consist of a battery
of five guns, manned by 2(H) or :i(.H men. It is
thought that it will fail into our hands after a
briet struggle.

TIIK POTOMAC.

Washixi;tox, December 17. Tlie steamer
Reliance canie up from the Potomac flotilla yes-
terday, aud states that two new rebel batteries
arc erected above those heretofore reported. One
of them is nearly opposite the statiou of the flo-

tilla at Hilton Heaii. and the other nearly oppo-
site the mouth of HaitawaoMq Creek. At both
butteries heavy guns are mounted, evidently, as
ttMj threw shot over upon the Maryland shore.

Fit! I VI T11K Ul l.V COAST.

Nkw York, r 17. The gunboat Con-
necticut, from Galveston J.lth, Southwest Pass

it, Ship Island 3d, Mobile Bar and Fort Pick-
ens 3d, Key West luth, Tybet Islaud I2tii. and
Fortress Monroe loth, has arrived. Ad the
crews of the blockading squadron were well.

The Richmond was at Key West
repairing hor damages.

The Connecticut brings the crews of the cap-ture- d

pirate Royal Yacht, an J captured steamers
Anna and Heiixy Lewis. The Connecticut also
brings a prisoner, a marine, who attempted to
il serf from Ship Island. Also thirteen of Billy
Wilson's Zouaves, and a number of regulars
from Fort Pickens. Nothing new had taken
place at Fort Pickens.

ot troop-- , from lVrt Royal, had emoryo aud at night
at Tybee Island. taxy matters formed almost the sale theme of

The brings no report of the iu public places,
nation of Pulaski by the rebels. The report IB Jsovbmknts troops.
from is, untrue London c. W.) Free iTem

FROM has heen tuat Royal
L.EAV A now in mis siia.i oft m

the town of Platte City, Missouri, including the
court house and postoftice, was destroyed by
fire last night It was set on about one
o'clock by the rebels, but the fire was suppressed
by the Federal troops under Col. Morgan. At
four o clock it was again successtully tired
The county records were saved, but the contents
H the posioiiice were uestroy-- t it. .Man arrests
were made, including someof Si. Gordon's guer
rilla band, and one ot l ilt s captains.

Advices from Mound City, 14th, mention a
foray by u parly of two hundred rebels near
Potosi, Linn county. Twenty houses were pil
laged and ono man killed. Col. Montgomery
ha l gone in pursuit ot the maraul rs.

It was believed at Mound City that none of
Price s forces liad crossed the Usage.

A NAVAL AFFAIR.

iE inRK, uecemDer l. a letter Brass
aboard the frigate Santee, states that the sehon- -

er Roval acht was captured by two boats and
forty nieu from the Santee. under couimaiii4 of
Lieut. .louett and Lieut. Mitchell, second in cum-inau-

She was boarded at three o'clock in the
morning aud token alter a sharp conllict. The
si hooiier was set on tire aud entirely destroyed.
Thirteen prisoners were taken, thiee of tlieni
wounded. Our loss is as follows: Henry
Garcia. s umau, killed : John L. Finery, cox-
swain, since died ; Lieut. Jeiictt and Wm. Car-

ter, guuuer, wounded: also five men.
FROM KESTl'CKY.

Frankfort, December 17. Five rebel off-

icers and soldiers, captured some, days ago in
Tennessee by Unionists, from Whitley county,
Ky.. passed here to-d- en route for Louisville.

A letter from a prominent ofEoer at Muufords-vill- e

says ihe divisions of Gens. McCook, Johu-
son, Wood and Rousseau rested ou the northern
bank of Green river on Sunday

A letter from lbauon on the 17th, says Gen.
Thomas' division is making rapid preparations,
aud will leave in a few days. 1'here are many
rumors about the enemy below, but there is
nothing leliahle. (Ien. Wilson's division was

ncsjnped on Muldruiigh's Hill, ou the old Nash
ville turnpike, on Tuesday, in fine order and
spirits.

A private letter, dated Somerset, Sunday night.
reports the capture of the negro servant of a
rebel officer, as he was taking provisions to the
rebd pickets. He says Zollicoflvr has men
th.s s:Jo of the river, and 2IMMI on the other
side, hoth sides, with the purpose of

It is nimored at Somerset that eight hundred
rebel cavalry had surprised a portion of Coiouei
BsAZsrd's and killed a lew and taken
some prisoners. Col. Hazzard's camp is fitleei:
'.nib from Columbia.

If this place is a fair index of Kentucky
the State will give prompt and cordial sup-

port to tlie government in retiising ihe surrender
Masou and Sidell.

Tbc Arrrxt oi "It -- . Vluaon and Rlidell
NARttATIVE OF TIIK FI RSLR OF THE TRENT.
This gentleman writes a letter to the London

7'imes giving an account of the arrest. We
,Uote a few details :

The tiring was immediately followed by a boat
pushing oft Horn the side ot the San Jacinto
containing between twenty aud thirty men
heavily armed, under the command of the
lieutenant, wno came up on the iiuarter, and
asking ior Capt Moir, demanded a list of pas
sengers. As his "right of search" was domed.
the information required was, of coarse, peremp
tory- reiusad. lie tfien stated tfiat he had ui
form itieu tliat Messrs. Slidell, Mason, Kustis
and M&ctarland were on board, and domauded
that they should be given up.

Ti ls also being indignantly refused. Mr. Sli
dell himself came forward aud said that the four
gentlemen named were then lie for. him, but a
pealed to the Uritish flag, under which they were
sailing, for protection. 1 he lieutenant said that
his orders were u take them on board the Sau
Jacinto by fore: if they would not surrender
He then walked to the side of the ship an 1

waved his hand ; immediately three more heavily
armed ooals pushed on aim surrounded the shi;
and the party of marines who came iu the first
boa' came up mid took possession tl.e quarter
de ck : the', nowever, he ordered down ou the
main deck to take charge of the gangway ports

.apt. mtium.i, ft. a., Ui- - naval agent in
charge of the mails, who was of course present
during this w, then, in tho name of her
majesty, he being fho only person on board di-

rectly repress nti.ig her. made a vehement protes-
tation against this piratical act.

Auy open resistance to such a force was of
coarse, hopeless, from ihe loud and re
peated plaudits which toiloweu Capt. W .mams
protestation, and which Weie joined in by every
oue, without exception, ot the passengers

ou the quarter-dec- men of all nations,
and from the manifest desire of some to resist to
tiie last, 1 have uo douot hue that every person
would have joined heait and soul in the struir- -

gle had our commander but given the order.
Men an older ue could under such adverse

circumstances, conscientiously give, and it was
therefore considered a party of ma-
rines, with bayonets fixed, shonhl forcibly lay
hands ou the truth men n.u led. This was doue
and the gentlemen rotircd thjir cabins to ar
range some tew changes ot clothing. A most
heart-- n nding scene now took place bctweeu Air.

his eldest daughter, a noble girl, devoted
to her hither, and th lieutenant.

It would reoniro a far more able pen thau
mine to desc'ibe how, with eves and
quivering lips, she tbiew hersell in the door-wa-

the cabin where her latter was, resolved to
i t him with her life, till, on tie order uf the

ha, tnes being given to advance, which they did
th bayonets pointed at this poor defenseless

girt, ii rather ended lue pitiltd scone by e- -

aping from the cabin by a w .naow, when lie
was immediately seued hy the maiii --s and bur
ied into the boat catling to Capt. Moir as he left

that he held him and his government responsible
or thu outraire.

If farther proof were required of the meanness
and cowardly bullying in th liue of conduct
pursued by the captain of thu San Jacinto. I
niny remark, iirst, that on being asked if they
WOnld have comiidlted this outrage if we had
boeu a man-of-wa- they replied "certainly not :"
and secondly-- , that Captain Wilks sent ou order
for (.'apt Moir to aboard his ship, and a sec-
ond, for Capt. Moir to move the Trent closer to
the San Jacinto. Of course not the slightest
notice was taken of either order, uox did thoy at-
tempt to enforce the m &

Thk Efflit of thf. I1l.h k.Ai;. Tho Wash-

ington correspondent of the Cincinnati Times
w rites

The effect of the blockade is being felt ouite
severely. Coal and wood have risen to such
high prices that poor people are unable to pur-
chase those necessary articles. The merchants
have taken advantage of the times, and have set
enormous prices upon the in. So unusual and
uiijustiflable lias been the monopoly, it is re-
ported that the provost marshal will, authority
of the government, contract prices, unless the
owners become more reasonable.

L'XIOSISTS Kkjukim. is Liimmin. Tho
London Star ay

A numerous party of loyal Unionists met on
Monday, in St James's sir'-et- London, to

by a; dinner the victory at Pott lieyal.
The company heartiiy approvd that Gen. Kcott
.should be outei tamed ut a lmnijuet in Loudon

THE J L I. ; J M . . CANADA.

TUe MUUtm Drilling fr ..i.lUmi v Srrutcr.

The people of Canaia are doubtless fearful that
a wr with the North msy ttiw out of the Ma- - j

ll affair. The whole Canadiau press
are urging war! ke preparations, and extensive
military defenses are going forv arrl. Fortitica-- '

tions are b"iug erected on the lakes for the pro- -
tocrtofi of the frontier, and troops are being
moved f'om piac to place as it may be deemed j

advautagnous by the commander-iu-chief'- . Active j

movements have been made among them, j
pccially to re organize the volunteers, techui- -
clly known as the liniform active militia of i

Canada.
The tollowiu'T extracts from the Canadian i

journals will be louad interesting aud explain
theT feelings :

THE FLELIM; IS I AN AIM.
The Toronto correspondent of tha New York II

Tribune writes:
"To Arms! To Arms!" is the ry :roui Quebec

to Sarnia. Gen. Williams, the hero of Kars, is I

moving rapidly from one place to another, order- -

ing the immediate repair uf old forts and the erec-
tion of new ones. At the old forts ot Toronto,
hundreds of soldiers are working, and large grins
and great ipuautities ot uu. munition are being j

plentifully supplied. A body of artillerymen
have arrived to teach the soidiers of the iWta, sta--
tioned here, their art A company of savpers
and miuers are expected liere immediately. Ihev
have beeu bnughtirom Halifax l,y way of River

j

j

de Loup. The lawy- - rs. merchants, oiid univer-sit- y

students have formed ririe companies ; others
ore also actively at work, and the militia is being
stirred up after long inaction. So you may easily
understand that we are iu earnest preparing for
war,

THi: MILITARY SI AKOISED.
From the Toronto Leader. Decaukaf 9

The military spirit of our people is evidently
becoming aroused. On every hand meusures for

are being adopted. The active Vo-
lunteer force is receiving large Ju-.-

-,
ons to its

numberj ; new compaui--- s are beiug funned
everywhere and old ones fided up the privates
are uiosi assiduous iu mistering the drill, and
the officers are their attention to the
study of military tactics of a higher order. The
sedentary force, too, U awaking from its slum-
bers, the tueuitry bj fuiiy alive to thft danger
of being lulled into false ideas of security, and its
spirit is fully equal to that which imbued the men
who, in Hi.', turned out to repel the boastful in-

vader. Iu Toronto this spirit is manifested
everywhere, and among all classes, showing
itself' in the military musters which are huid every
uay. Saturday, for instance, was a busy day

. detachment IUUUK our soeiiery, mm-lande- d

I

Connecticut conversationevac- -
Fort . op

Fortress Monroe therefore, j AboreTiatwl from tie
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sufficient that

to
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dashing
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go
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IKIT
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directing

lake Hiioro borderm;? on Miclian. ai
tr .opsin Tir .uto shall be located here iu their
place. ""'-

The 2d and l!:!d iv:!5 are now moving
overland from New Ir;utWick t . tako up posi-
tions iu tho cities , i r Canada in the
place of thosi troop :ire to .uove west
ward. Mj. .Shanty's r .i.y are already sere,
aud a new battery will be spee-hl- y brought to
the city.

The llith ritleg are to nuve up fr:m Quebec to
Montreal to take the place of the V,tb legim-n- t.

The 17th regiment wiil ! a moved np to i?nlon.
The Canadian rirten are going Iu the western

frontier.
It has also been arranged to strengthen the

force at London by audition of a battery forward movement . Tht
a.' .

The r2d and i3d regiaents, stationed at
are to move into Can .da, tahimr the overland

route during th troubles attempt a
F. Williams tile raisine of', ..... 4eigm regiments or miiuia, which wut be brought
forward as rapidly as possible.

The artillery corps under (.'oionel Jackson at
Kingston, and Maj. Kluuiy in London, are to be
called out for Sell ice.

1EJ KNM..S FOR KF.Ft.LMM. WVAt-lOX- .

From the Niagara liirr-.-iuai'- ul i :ii I, .

i :e absorbing topic at I snada West eajiecia!
Iy along the frontier, is a consideration of our
defen.-e- s and our means of repelling a sudden
iuvasiou in case of war. I will not enter into
details, but w ill state iu general terms that, in
view of the total want of preparation, without a
fort or battery, without a .,ugio regiment of
miiiiia that is possessed of" the first rndim-n- ts of
drill, without, in short, one single in oans ot de
fense 'jo rely on iu a sudden emergency, a frel- -
ug ci luteuse anxiety prevails ah classes. We

see tl.j western poiliou ot the province,
with all its accutnnlatetl , its loyal popula
tion, i'i, towns, villages and happy hcsies ex
posed to a possible irruption from a numerous
and vindictive foe, oiid habie to be v mm.
plundered and devastated before our means of
defense are organised. With tho best mat-ri- al

in the world to defend a eonulry, our aetnal
capabilities, for want of organization, are about
the worst. Should a war break out suddenly,
nothing we have at present could orevesl West
ern Canada being invaded and perhaps occupied
by tlie enemy. Our people would fight w ith oil
their native unskilled valor to protect their
country, but at what a loss of loyai life and
property compared with that required were we
organised and prepared.

In view of the immense inv rest at staku, our
immediate future on such threatening
contingencies, it is tho imperative duty of tlie
provisional government at cues to commence
disciplining the militia by at least taking tiie
course so effectual before the breaking out of tho
war of IrT' fluff of organizing for permanent i

duty flank companies iu every militia regiment
in this province. This step was the salvation of
Upper Canada in the late war, aud its necessity
is so obvious that every day our go cernnient de--

lays taking this preliminary precauti-.u- . it is
incurriug the most terrible responsibility of ex- - j

posing Wfestem Canada to a disastrous invasion.
One mouth of . I meriean occupation would iueufre
the los of more life aud uutr, destruction of vro-pert- y

than wmbi pay for our militia to he
kept on a tear footing for jioe years, to say nothing
of other considerations. Every day 's delay in--

creases future danger; ihsastosa Uv it be im- -

pressed on the government of this Proviuce that
its plain, duty. i ' to organize tlie
militia and put such portions of it ou permanent
aorvice as the exigency

WITH THE MMsM,
The long expected conflict with the Indians

under Opothleyiiolo, and the Confederato forces
under Col. Cooper, occurred on the tlth inst., on
Bushy creek, ISO miles from Fort Smith. The

command hi re. i 4ihmi, Col. Cooper's
1300. We take the following particulars from
the Fort Smith A.rof the 14th :

The enemy attacked Col Cooper about
o'clock, aud the light contiuued all day until
suu down. Col. Simms' Texas regiment, that
were in the fight; fought with great bravery,
and the Choctaw s, C'hickasa and Crnefi
fought like tigers, in fact, the battle was one of
the hardest tought battles that lias taken place in
th- - country.

The enemy followed Col. Cooper several miles
aud attacked him with creat luiv. Col C.
drove them t ack to the woods, a .1

miles. A large number of l h. ro' w ..
Opothlevholo, likewise about .",0 Semii
Col. Orew, with lus meu. who remained
him, fought well, and did good service.
Choctaws took about loO scalps, and the CI

nearly Creeks not
pecause ine enemy was tueirown people.

two

ii..

saws 60. The did any

A w inre Stan, oy the name of tli Smith,
taken, who had goue over to the enemy, was
trie.1 by a rutin martial aud shot H was a
tesei'ler noui a leid.s reiriiiieut. UTlier

ters w ere taken aud dealt with iu the same
ner.

warf

,.,
mau--

The same paper al--o has 1! fclloiving :

We team Inuu Mai. Clark, of Texas. ihatCa;it.
Paiks. with '& men. sent as an express from Col.
Wotieto Col. ( 'oop.T, it ib supod has lie.--

masacied a ith his whole patty, by Clpoth holo' 1

men. as nothing- - can he heard from him Mr
Frank Bethe,, direct from CoL Watie s regiment,
says that nothing has h. cn heard of Capt-- Parks
tor IBIS time, and that H la I ared that lie ami
his tneu have aU hetiu kilted, if il turns out to
be so. Watie's are determined to have satis-
faction.

We take the following items from the S'cks of
the 16th :

Au express arrived yos lord ay from Col. H'utie
from which we learn thai hLs regiment is ou lie
move 10 1.01. Looper.

Nothing has y. t beeu luaid ut C.pt. Parks
and Lis company. It is feared that they have all
been killed, and Watie's m u uiu highly i

I'crated.
We learn that Col. Mcintosh,

the troops on this frontier, has
companies of Col Young's regii
panics of Col. Greer's regiment,
lield's battalliou to th assistance
against Oputhh yhoioaiid his jay

with

in eouimaud of
ordered ehrbt

ue

Fram Prnacala.
A letter to the Mobile. Advertiser, dated Pensa-

cola, Dec. 2,1th, soys :

A large, double-smokestac- ateamer and a
small gnnBoai ai rive. !i his morning. The for-

mer is evideutly a merclmut stemncr t.ansoort.
and may have on board some one of the regi-
ments which have lately sailed for the forth
from Xow Vork ur iioatoii. The eueniy have
had only a few vessels at this point for gome
time past.

taite a number of the twelve frnnfh troops
have left for their homes ou short turioughs, to
enjoy Christmas among theii kindred and friends.
they reliun soIdieRt tor trie, or until
hleasus the laud.

kit--

peace

KXTRAORDINARY WCsTtUEK IS Km.I.VMi.
The Kng lish papers contain accounts of the effect
ol the mildness of the wetttliei a prtihtogativii '

of the suoun.r on vegetatiou. In the south of
tiuglaud new leaves and now fruit are forming
o trees which have alnia.lv bonre good crops
this season. Currant, gooseberry, appi) and
p, at trees are freiueutty met with g.Ail idI, uit on tin ir branches.

VROVI CAIRO tiRTTIXG KKADY.
Correspoi. .leaea cf th Si. Lous Re publican, i

Cairo, December !.". Ask an eft m mem
what he is doinjr, and the answer will be " c '.

ting ready.'' Ask a soldier a similar question
as lie bustles around more busv thou usual, and

answer is i.iiiLain. ( In sid.-- ore- -a similar
psration is seen aad
place of inaction, w

different TOyement;

activity the
ile those study tha
fee! courage

see how thoroughly tittle act. sc. ,g u
etfeet one great whole, is performed,
clashes, everything goes silently out m
and Memphis ai d Columbus seem nea
Federal grasp than at any time since
broke out. When the gunboats are
well disciplined and effective army wii
to accompany and support them. T
there is a gr&r.d review, attended hy
Sturgis, Sweeny and Van Ransellaer.
former will, I understand, report the ot
things to Gen. Heileck ; the latter, - h

lst night from Washington, acts for
toe iau. Early in the morning a boat
Mound t.'ity, to bring down C I. Morg
ment. and the whole army, which fie
has btou putting In proper trim for m i

be prepared, even eag-- r for inspection.
Government seeuj. at last to fullr .

the necessity for cavalry, and is gnthr
part of niintery arm here as fast A3
Two regiments ot them have am.
last few days. Considering what has ;

be done, although an immense amou
doing, a month will probably elapse t

descent down the Mias'ssippi eoi
McClellan seems overturned thai tl
move fjofu uii joints, win. u ,ll
success of the campaign, shall take pit
toueously by himsel ' in Virginia, Gen
Kentucky aud An. Halieck here, thus
ing one of the threatened nel poinfs
luforcmg the ether, and as avert attack

V.e'orie- - dec IS

Union canae,
rebellion thai ,

for a year. I
should be well
iug that an a

soon

from home ana its comforts, itud ac
climate colder tnau they are used t
reverse efF-ct- the same did
iu favor of the Union soldiers as w
opponents, should it be summer

j troops acting in the South.
If government wrh its tbocsand

immense resources has all it csa d
army comfortable some suffering a
attend the other side. If the theory
McCleilan intend simultaneous :

quarters, popular expectation will I

ted in hearing of an inline iinto hi
iiuetl, with therebel force .n Bowfii

The rebels at Columbus are mal
tious for defense that aru beeomii
indeed. To-- . I iy I . om a
believed, that they hav r.sreivad
chains and anchor?, w ith which t

river channel and render the paa
difficult
sunk to
the wate
tMmtm

new
caeu

and slow. Added

the last day iw ,. in the vicii
Point, bu "o demonstration of
any direction 'jy lie reoels.

t alone, arte sre perfectly inn
the of

'tetimteiv ascertauied to be at C
although the .run'oeats have several
tuat victnitv, she has failed to vcu
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CaiXQ. A " specjaL" dated
to tfi St. Repubfi'-iit- ,
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has beW take .

sent sou:h from the ahveef, and
anxiety prevails bows of ts
at New Orleans sera to be abundant y eei
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been former
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no particular.-- , have been received.
Jeff. Thompson is in Memphis.

Camp Jackson pri, hve
Loiii ; under charge Cap L Livi-drs-

ryJoel Smith, city tr ;asnrer Nashville,
died on inst., ai that plane, T.itH
yar of
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